


LOW WATER USE/DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANT LIST

OFFICIAL REGULATORY LIST FOR:

Arizona Department of Water Resources-Tucson Active Management Area
Pima County, City of Tucson, Town of Oro Valley, Town of Marana

The plants on this list can be grown in the Tucson area with moderate to no supplemental irrigation
once they are established. Occasionally, for good appearance, supplemental irrigation may be applied
during the growing season. All the plants can grow with less water than traditional high water use
landscape plants, and the list provides a variety to accomplish any landscape design need.

Applications for additions, deletions or exceptions to the list may be submitted to the Department of
Water Resources, Tucson Active Management Area Office for consideration. Phone: (520) 770-3800.
The list and application forms may be downloaded from the ADWR website at www.water.az.gov

Key to symbols:
Water Needs:
1 No supplemental irrigation once established
2 Irrigate once a month during the growing season once established
3 Irrigate twice a month during the growing season once established
4 Irrigate once a week during the growing season once established

Plant Type: Seasonal Color:
A accent plant S shrub cl showy flowers, fall color, berries
C cactus Sc succulent
Gc groundcover T tree
Gr ornamental grass V vine
an annual p perennial

Allergenicity: Hardiness:
a strongly allergenic  (sh) semi-hardy -- some dieback in a hard frost
b moderately allergenic (t) tender – severely damaged or killed in a hard frost
c weakly allergenic

Allergenicity of the plants was classified with the help and advice of Michael J. Schumacher, M.D., Professor, Dept. of
Pediatrics and Head, Allergy-Immunology Section, Univ. of Arizona Health Sciences Center and Mark R. Sneller, Ph.D.,
Office of Pollen and Mold Control, Pima County Health Dept.

Native Plants:
CD Chihuahuan Desert- includes north central and NW Mexico, SW Texas, southern New

Mexico and extreme SE Arizona
SD Sonoran Desert – includes arid and semi-arid areas of NW Mexico, SE California and most of

Arizona south of the Mogollon Rim

Note: Chihuahuan and Sonoran Desert Regions annotated by Matt Johnson, Native Plant Society.

Special Considerations:

Toxic: may be harmful if eaten. Call Az. Poison Control Center at 626-6016

Invasive: may spread and intrude into natural and cultivated areas

Spreads in cultivated areas: may spread by seed or sucker in urban or cultivated areas

Updated March 2002
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